— Tacoma Lakes Improvement Society

=~ NEWSLETTER

\

J

AUGUST, 2009

www.tacomalakes.org

NO. 2 OF 2009

| TLIS ANNUAL MEETING - JULY 11, 2009 |

The Tacoma Lakes Association held our annual
meeting on July 11, 2009 at 930 AM at the
Sportsman Club in Litchfield.  Breakfast was
served starting at 8:00 A.M., ending at 9:30 A.M.
We fed approximately 96. The meal was pancakes,
sausages, eggs, juice, coffee, and milk. There was
plenty of time to visit with friends, old and new.
The time to socialize and have breakfast was
greatly enjoyed by those who attended. Members
appreciated that the afternoon and evening were
free to enjoy a beautiful summer day with family
and friends.

We have already booked the Sportsman’s Club for
next year so mark your calendars now. We plan to
again offer breakfast as well as time to socialize,
and enjoy the meeting. The date is July 10, 2010.

It is important that all property owners support
the Association. Your support allows us to continue
to fund the Dam Keeper, provide boat inspections,
maintain our website, and keep lake front property
owners up to date regarding environmental issucs
affecting our lakes. This summers rain proved
beyond any doubt how important our dam Kkeepers
are to all of us. They maintained the water level,
allowing loons to breed and all our wildlife to
thrive.  The water level has property value
implications and affects boaters. Milloil has yet to
infest our lakes and our water quality is better
than most lakes in the area. Thank you for your
support, and please encourage your neighbors to
join today. Membership dues are only $15.00!

NOTICE: The boat launch on Woodbury Pond
will be closed from October 5 through November
256 for re-construction. PLEASE REMOVE
YOUR BOATS BEFORE OCTOBER 5 & HAVE
YOUR FLOATS OUT BEFORE OCTOBER 15.

The annual fall drawdown of the Tacoma Lakes
will begin on October 15. Please plan accordingly.

We would appreciate your help to inspect boats at
the Woodbury Pond boat ramp on weekends and
holidays from the beginning of May through
October. These courtesy inspections are essential to
help to protect the lakes from damaging plants and
wildlife. Training will be provided at no cost. Next
spring we will be seeking volunteers to help inspect
boats at the boat launch. Please watch our website
for details and the signup form. The form will
need to be completed and returned to: Judy
Bourget, 95 Grant Road, Litchfield, ME 04350.

The last lew years we have been very lucky have
two very dedicated inspectors. Ann Knausenberger
will be going to college the end of this summer and
Aaron Sargent is scheduled to go into active
military service this fall. The directors and
members of the TLIS wish to thank Ann and
Aaron for their dedication, and your love of our
lakes. They are two special young people, and we
wish them the very best in the future.
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RAFFLE TICKITS for the Patriots Game will
be available until early October. A ticket form is
included in this newsletter and is also available
on our website. Raffle rules are on our website.
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| LOONS ON TACOMA LAKES |

We have some sad news about the loons living on
our lakes this summer. We also have good news.

It was reported there were two baby loons on
Purgatory Pond and two baby loons on Woodbury,
one of which was born late. Despite all the rain
loons nested successfully again this summer.

We lost one large loon on Woodbury that was hit
by a boat and was found on a property owners
shore. The property owner was upset and reported
it to Judy Bourget, after she had called the game
warden and Maine Audubon of Falmouth. The
game warden did not call back for few days. He
recommended they bury it two plastic bags. The
Maine Audubon would have liked to examine it but
it was too late as it had already been buried.

The next problem with loons was a baby loon in
Purgatory Pond became all wrapped up in [ishing
line. A neighbor called Judy Bourget, who then
called the game warden. The game warden called
the property owner and asked the property owner to
remove the line, put the loon back into the water,
and watch to be sure it would be okay.

Recently a boat came in to the boat ramp and
reported to our milfoil inspector that a loon acted
like it was hit and needed help. This was also
reported to the warden service, but we never heard
that if it was checked by the Warden Service.

Please be careful and stay away from the loons!

If you have any questions about a dead loon, please
all the Conservation Department, Maine Audubon
20 Gilsland Farm Rd Falmouth, ME 04105. Phone
207-781-2330, Fxt. 222 for Becea Wilson.
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[ RETURNABLE BOTTLES |
You can help support the Tacoma Lakes
[mprovement Society by donating your returnable
bottles at the Litchfield Transfer Station. The
money will help our environmental programs.

Thank you to everyone who has donated!

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Incredible as it seems, summer is almost over. The
cold and rain we endured most of June and July
turned into real summer heat this month. [ hope
everyone has been able to enjoy the ponds now the
real summer weather finally arrived.

It has been a very busy summer for the Tacoma
Lakes Improvement Society. The highlight was
undoubtedly the incredibly successtul breakfast and
annual meeting held on July 11" The board really
had no idea if a breakfast would work. I must
admit to have been very nervous the first 15
minutes after we opened the doors, as only a trickle
of people came in. All of a sudden, cars arrived
along with nearly 100 people! Our hard working
volunteers had to hustle to keep up. Fortunately we
had guessed right, and had plenty of food. Thank
you to our volunteer helpers, speakers and to
everyone who attended the breakfast and the
meeting. We even earned a small “profit” of $122.00
that will help us with our programs.

The message was loud and clear, there is a strong
preference for a morning meeting. We have already
reserved the Sportsmans Club for next year. We



plan to hold another breakfast and another
morning meeting.

Membership this year is ahead of last year. Please
encourage your neighbors to join, if they are not a
member already. A membership application is on
our website and in our newsletter. Thank you!

Our Red Sox raffle ended on August 7 and the

winters have been notified. Congratulations to
Tamara Whitmore of Gardiner for winning the
Red Sox/Yankees game on  August 22",
Congratulations to Diana Harper of Poland for
winning the Red Sox/Rays Game on September 12",
The seats are incredible, and I'm sure the lucky
winners will have a great time.

We have extended the Patriots raffle until early
October, to allow us time to sell additional tickets.
This is an incredible opportunity to win 4 seats
together at Gillette Field. A form to purchase
tickets is on our website and in the newsletter. We
will also be selling tickets at the Litchfield
Country Store during the Litchfield Fair weekend.
Please help your society by purchasing tickets!

Needless to say, our dam keepers have been very
busy this summer keeping up with all the rain.
Terry Averill and Nelly Gamage have maintained
the water level all summer. Hopefully they will get
a break this fall.

Work continues on the dam. The Town is replacing
the old fence and sealing the concrete. This
maintenance is essential to keep the dam safe and
in good condition.

Our volunteer inspection program has been busy
this summer. Hurasian milfoil has been identilied
in nearby Salmon Lake in Belgrade and the State
is considering using powerful chemical weed killers
to control it. I've seen the devastation first hand
that is caused by urasian milfoil in the
Congamond Lakes in  Western Massachusetts.
Should this weed infest our shallow lakes the
result would be a nightmare. Your membership in
the Society and support of our fund raising
programs is critical if we are to keep exotic weeds
and wildlife out of our lakes. Thank you to all of
our inspectors!

The returnable bottle program continues to be a
success. Thank you to everyone who is leaving their
returnables for us at the Litchfield Transfer
Station. Thank you Bruce Doyle for picking up all
the cans and bottles!

We were sucecessful in receiving grants this year
from the State milfoil sticker program and the
Towns ol Litchlield and Monmouth. The total
received is $3,300. While we greatly appreciate

these grants, it is important to keep in mind that
these amounts only fund about 13 of the cost of the
inspection program. Your support of the TLIS is a
critical component as we work to protect our lakes.
The State has advised us that the Woodbury Pond
boat ramp will be closed on October 5" for the
renovations. Complete details regarding the work to
be performed are posted on our website. I have
heard a common misconception as I have spoken to
people about the project. This work WILL NOT
increase the size of the site, and will not allow
more boals to enter the lakes. The project is
designed to repair the launch itself which has
settled over the years. It will be made handicapped
accessible, to allow everyone to use the site. It is
also designed to provide better drainage, to reduce
the constant erosion that has plagued the site for
vears. This erosion is not only unsightly, it
increases phosphorous and nitrogen entering the
water. This project is good for all of us as it will
protect the quality of our water.

We are working on developing an e-mail list to
provide information to our members. If you would
like to be included on this list that Judy already
has started, please send your e-mail address to
judybourget@gmail.com.

Last, but not least, is to remember that our primary
resource for timely information is our website. The
newsletter is important, but it cannot provide
information quickly. Our website is regularly
updated, and contains a variety of information and
resources. Please visit it regularly, and don't
hesitate to send me anything you would like posted
on our websitee. My F-mail address s
buddy@tacomalakes.org. Thanks, Buddy Potts.
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JIM ADAMS LOON CREATIONS &
WHITE BIRCH RUSTIC FURNITURE
Decoys, Welcome Signs, Lamps,
Rustic Tables & more,

Crafted at Tacoma Lakes Maine
Call (207) 268-4234 or (207) 212-3233
E-mail: gunnyjim@hotmail.com







